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Senior Officer:  Frank Jordan – Executive Director Place 

 
1. Report Summary 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to consider and respond to the following 

motion that was proposed by Cllr Janet Clowes and seconded by Cllr Paul 

Findlow at the Council meeting on 18th July 2019. 

“This Council acknowledges that in May 2019 The Government’s 

Committee on Climate Change recommended that Britain should cease its 

contributions to global warming by 2050 by reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions to “net zero”.  Earlier this year, in March 2019, this Council made 

a commitment to ensure its own activities should be carbon neutral by 2025 

- a commitment that was re-iterated at Full Council in May. 

In this context, land use is an essential resource that can sequester and 

store carbon. However, since the 1940s the United Kingdom has seen a 

systematic loss of its peatlands and forested areas both of which have a 

pivotal role in storing carbon. 

The Climate Change Report highlights the need for fundamental land 

reform and has identified that to help meet the 2050 net zero target, there 

must be: 

 Better soil and livestock management practices. 

 Changes in agricultural practices (including healthier eating 

behaviours) 

 The restoration of Peatlands and 

 The planting of up to 1.5 million hectares of new woodland and 

hedgerows. This would raise the land coverage used for this purpose 
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from 13% to 19% by 2050 and require the re-utilisation of between 

26% and 35% of land that is currently used as grassland or rough 

grazing. 

Cheshire East is a highly rural area and the Council owns or manages a 

range of agricultural and rural land holdings. This Council therefore has the 

potential to make a significant contribution to meeting both the Borough’s 

and thus the wider UK’s climate change targets. 

This Council therefore resolves to: 

(1)  Review its agricultural land-holdings and on-going work with farm 

tenants to:- 

(1.1) Optimise Opportunities to improve soil and livestock management 

practices. 

(1.2) Identify appropriate grassland and rough pasture released by 1.1 

for tree and hedge planting. 

(1.3) Review the terms and conditions of all new tenancies on Cheshire 

East Farms, as they become available, to facilitate (1.1) and (1.2) 

above. 

(2)  Review (either through its own land ownership practice or with 

appropriate land-owners and Natural England) the effective 

maintenance and restoration of peatland areas in Cheshire East, 

including the nationally designated “Nature Improvement Area (Meres 

and Mosses)” south of Crewe. 

(3)  Utilising the knowledge and experience of (1) and (2) above, this 

Council will work with the Boroughs’ schools, academies, colleges and 

associated partners to develop appropriate resources, practical 

educational and volunteering opportunities to ensure that Climate 

Change is incorporated into the wider curricula for young people and 

volunteers. 

(4)  That the actions identified in (1), (2) and (3) are incorporated into the 

Cheshire East Council ‘Environment Strategy’ and the Cheshire East 

‘Rural Action Plan’. 

(5)  Lobby David Rutley: Member of Parliament Macclesfield and Forestry 

Minister, and all other Cheshire East Constituency MPs, to support the 

recommendations of the Climate Change Committee and the 

expeditious implementation of “help with skills, training and information 

to implement new uses of land, and support with high up-front costs 

and long-term pay-backs of investing in alternative uses”. 

(Recommendation 2, page 11, CCC, 2019) 
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1.2. Council resolved that the motion be referred to Cabinet. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1. That Cabinet:  

2.1.1. Support the notice of motion  

2.1.2. Note that through the Rural Action Plan approved by Cabinet on 12 

March 2019, the Council has already committed to: 

2.1.2.1. Review its agricultural land-holdings and on-going work with farm 

tenants to optimise opportunities to improve soil and livestock 

management practices; identify appropriate grassland and rough 

pasture released for tree and hedge planting; review the terms 

and conditions of all new tenancies on Cheshire East Farms, as 

they become available, to facilitate these actions. 

2.1.2.2. Review (either through its own land ownership practice or with 

appropriate land-owners and Natural England) the effective 

maintenance and restoration of peatland areas in Cheshire East, 

including the nationally designated “Nature Improvement Area 

(Meres and Mosses)” south of Crewe. 

2.1.2.3. Work with the Boroughs’ schools, academies, colleges and 

associated partners to develop appropriate resources, practical 

educational and volunteering opportunities to ensure that Climate 

Change is incorporated into the wider curricula for young people 

and volunteers. 

2.1.3. Note that Cabinet approved the draft Environmental Strategy on 10 

September 2019, that a public consultation is currently under way, and 

that this Notice of Motion will be considered as part of that consultation. 

2.1.4. Agree that the Executive Director Place writes to the current Under 

Secretary of State for Food and Animal Welfare, noting that David 

Rutley MP no longer holds this role, once the final version of the 

Environmental Strategy has been approved by Cabinet.       

3. Reasons for Recommendations 

3.1. The Council has committed to be Carbon Neutral by 2025.  

3.2. The Rural Action Plan acknowledges that Cheshire East is a highly rural 

area and the Council owns or manages a range of agricultural and rural 

land holdings. This Council therefore has the potential to make a significant 
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contribution to meeting both the Borough’s and thus the wider UK’s climate 

change targets.    

3.3. The draft Environmental Strategy will ensure the Council provides strong 

environmental leadership and stewardship, and we will lead by example 

locally by taking action to reduce and offset our carbon emissions.  This will 

be achieved through the development of our green infrastructure, the way 

we manage our farms estates, and ways we can contribute to improving 

soil health. We will also examine the potential for woodland creation and 

tree planting in suitable roadside, hedgerow and urban locations and 

engage communities in tree planting initiatives. 

4. Other Options Considered 

4.1. Reject the notice of motion. 

5. Background 

5.1. A Notice of Motion was proposed and unanimously carried by Council on 

22 May 2019 requesting that a Cheshire East Environment Strategy is 

brought forward as a matter of urgency and that the Council commits to 

being carbon neutral by 2025. 

5.2. The Council has developed its first Environmental Strategy to take action to 

respond to the global threat of climate change and protect and improve the 

health and resilience of the environment within our borough.  

6. Implications of the Recommendations 

6.1. Legal Implications 

6.1.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.2. Finance Implications 

6.2.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.3. Policy Implications 

6.3.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion.  

6.4. Equality Implications 

6.4.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.5. Human Resources Implications 

6.5.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 
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6.6. Risk Management Implications 

6.6.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.7. Rural Communities Implications 

6.7.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.8. Implications for Children & Young People/Cared for Children  

6.8.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.9. Public Health Implications 

6.9.1. There are no implications from supporting the notice of motion. 

6.10. Climate Change Implications 

6.10.1. Supporting the notice of motion through the delivery of the Rural 

Action Plan and Environmental Strategy will contribute to the 

Council’s aim to be Carbon Neutral by 2025.  

7. Ward Members Affected 

7.1. No specific ward is affected. 

8. Consultation & Engagement 

8.1. Not applicable. 

9. Access to Information 

9.1. Rural Action Plan: 

http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/ieListDocuments.aspx?CI

d=241&MId=7084&Ver=4 

9.2. Draft Environmental Strategy: 

http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/ieListDocuments.aspx?CI

d=241&MId=7459&Ver=4  

10. Contact Information 

10.1. Any questions relating to this report should be directed to the following 

officer: 

Name: Paul Bayley 

Job Title: Director of Environment and Neighbourhood Services 

Email: paul.bayley@cheshireeast.gov.uk  
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